
My name is Amanda Duckett. I am the Studio Manger and one of 19 teachers at Dance Gallery of SD. I 
have been teaching for 12 years and spend my days working on studio responsibilities as well as 
preparing to teach my classes each week. It keeps me very busy! 
 
ABOUT ME 
My background in dance is much like what your child is experiencing as they grow up. I began dancing 
at Tangle Foot Dance Studio, a small studio in Sioux Falls no longer in existence. Once my parents realized 
how important dance was to me, they found Dance Gallery of SD. I started at Dance Gallery of SD just a 
couple months after it was first born in January of 1999. This studio is where I quickly advanced in the 
Cecchetti Program through the completion of my Cecchetti Intermediate Grade VI exam before 
graduating from Washington High School in Sioux Falls, SD.  
 
While I continued my journey at Dance Gallery, I attended the University of Sioux Falls where I obtained 
my Bachelor’s Degree in Psychology and then I obtained my M.A. in Counseling from Sioux Falls Seminary. 
While at Sioux Falls Seminary, I completed my clinical work by working with lower income families’ children 
and adolescents through Sioux Falls Psychological Services and did an internship with The Compass 
Center in Sioux Falls, SD . I am certified to teach Cecchetti Grade I-II and am currently working on my 
Cecchetti Grade III teacher’s exam. 
 
I love teaching. I love teaching because it allows me to connect with a child in a different environment 
and on a different level than what a traditional educator might have the opportunity to do. I believe 
when teaching it is important to take into account where the child is developmentally and to take into 
consideration that not every child connects with dance and dance concepts the same way as another 
child; this allow me to get creative in my work with children. 
 
DRESS CODE 
As I mentioned, I grew up at Dance Gallery of SD; and when I was in my student role, we had a strict 
dress code, just as we continue to have today. I know to some it might seem silly and mundane to expect 
students to follow a dress code; however, requiring this of our students instills discipline. Discipline is 
something we all need to have, not just in our dancing, but in our everyday life as well. 
 
For my Cecchetti Grade I (1st Year) and my Cecchetti Grade I (2nd Year) classes I expect that students 
follow the dress code as stated on the studio website. 
 
Cecchetti Program 

• Solid black leotard 
• Pink footed or convertible dance tights (no specific brand required) – tights must be worn in ballet 

shoes 
• Pink leather or canvas ballet shoes – elastic must be sewn into place 
• Hair in a ballet bun 
• No skirts, sweaters, or leg warmers allowed 

 
Leap ‘N Learn 7 

• Blue short sleeve leotard 
• Pink footed or convertible dance tights (no specific brand required) 
• Pink leather or canvas ballet shoes 
• Hair in a ballet bun 
• Skirt or sweater are optional and okay with me. However the minute the dancer begins playing 

with it I will ask them to take it off and lay it by the door. 
 
CLASSROOM ETIQUETTE & BEHAVIOR 
Please refer to the expectations and requirements as stated in our Dance Gallery Student and Parent 
Handbook which you can find on our website under “Student Information”. 
  



RECITALS 
We have 3 recitals, depending on what part of the school your child’s class is in, Lower School Recitals, 
Intermediate School Recitals and the Upper School Recitals. 
 
My classes are in the following recitals: 

• Leap ‘N Learn 7 on Monday’s at 4:15 PM – Intermediate School Recital  
• Cecchetti Grade I (1st Year) on Monday’s at 6:00 PM – Intermediate School Recital 
• Cecchetti Grade I (1st Year) on Tuesday’s at 5:45 PM – Intermediate School Recital 
• Cecchetti Grade I (2nd Year) on Wednesday’s at 4:15 PM – Intermediate School Recital 

 
Intermediate School Recitals are held at the Orpheum Theater in Downtown Sioux Falls on May 30, 2019 
AND June 1, 2019 with the dress rehearsal being held on May 29, 2019. 
 
STUDIO COMMUNICATION WITH YOU 
The studios primary way of communication is through email, our website, and our Facebook page.  As a 
Dance Gallery parent, review all information we email out or post to stay informed. 
 
I am thrilled you chose Dance Gallery of SD for your child’s dance education. I believe you will enjoy 
watching your child grow in technique, strength, and confidence. I look forward to working with your 
child this year. 
 
Thank you, 
Amanda 
 
Amanda Duckett 
Studio Manager & Instructor 
Dance Gallery of South Dakota 
218 S. Main Avenue 
Sioux Falls, SD 57105 
605.338.3740 (Office) 
info@dancegallerysd.com  
www.dancegallerysd.com  


