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About Me
Hi! My name is Melissa and this is my second year 
teaching at the Dance Gallery! I am married to my 
husband Scott and we have two daughters who both 
also attend Dance Gallery. I began ballet at age 9 and 
have loved it fiercely ever since. Throughout elementary 
school and high school I studied ballet, tap and jazz at 
Johnny Cavelle Dance Studio in Aberdeen where I also 
passed my Cecchetti Grade V student exam and assisted with Kindergarten and Preschool ballet classes. 
In college, I performed on the dance team at Southwest Minnesota State University. I currently work from 
home doing freelance graphic design and attend weekly adult ballet classes. Dance has always held a 
special place in my heart and I can’t wait to share my love for ballet with your child!

About My Class
Through the Leap N Learn program, I will be introducing your child to basic movements in ballet along 
with helping them to develop musicality and coordination. We will also emphasize expressing our 
imaginations and emotions through dance. We will be using a lot of props and a fun variety of music. 
To avoid distractions, please arrive on time with your child in proper attire: pink leotard, pink tights and 
ballet shoes with hair pulled back in a proper ballet bun. Skirts are optional as long as the child is not 
distracted by it. All dance wear can be purchased at the Dance Gallery store located in the office. Try 
to have young ones use the bathroom prior to class. Any disruptive or disrespectful behavior will be 
handled gently, but will not be tolerated as we want to be respectful of all parents who are paying for 
the lessons. If a parent is needed to intervene I will invite you take your child. Please do not enter the 
classroom to discipline your child. Please review the “Dancers Manners” on the Dance Gallery website 
for a full explanation of student behavior expectations. Ultimately, it is my goal that all children in my 
class can experience ballet in a way that is educational, fun, and always in a positive, encouraging, and 
supportive environment! 

Spring Performance - Save the Date! 
Our class will perform in the Lower School Spring Recital on Saturday, May 18th on the Dance Gallery 
stage located here at the studio. More information will be coming after the holiday break. Costume 
fitting will be during our class on Monday, February 4th - it is important that your child is present to try on 
his/her recital costume! 

Communication
Be watching your email, the Dance Gallery Facebook page or the website for all important 
announcements, dates, and studio info. If you have any questions at all, please feel free to email  
info@dancegallerysd.com and Amanda in the office will forward your questions to me.

I’m so excited to have your child in my class and am looking forward to a great year! :) 

- Miss Melissa


