
 
 
My name is Sami Tomshack. I’m one of the 19 teachers here at Dance Gallery! I have worked 
here for eight years and I am super excited for another great year! Here at the studio I teach 
classes for students ages 3 to adult. I also am a member of the Cecchetti Council of America 
(CCA) and I am the registrar for our committee. Finally, I am also the costume manager for the 
studio and help with all things costumes! Needless to say I spend a lot of time at Dance Gallery!  
 
All about me…My background in dance comes from this very studio! I started here when I was 
5 years old and have continued my education since. I went to various ballet workshops and 
summer camps as well to broaden my dance education. After I graduated high school, I 
attended Augustana College to pursue a degree in Psychology. Currently I am applying for 
graduate schools for Occupational Therapy. I trained as a Cecchetti teacher 
from 2011 to current, and I am now working on my Advanced Teachers exam. 
I am so happy that I have to job of teaching children dance! I love to share my love for dance 
and watch little dancers grow to become amazing performers! 
 
All About Dress Code…Each type of dance has a slightly different requirement for what is 
expected for dress and hair in class. If you are unsure of what to wear, visit 
Amanda in the office for details or go to our website for information on 
what to wear. For a brief overview, all ballet classes require a leotard, tights, ballet shoes and 
hair in a bun. For contemporary, modern, hip-hop, and jazz classes, the requirement is to have 
a leo and tights as well but cover-ups (booty shorts, t-shirt, leggings, etc.) are also allowed, and 
hair must be out of your face but doesn’t necessarily need to be in a bun. 
 
Classroom Etiquette & Behavior…In all of my classes, I like to have fun and want the children 
to have fun without getting out of control. I expect students to listen to what I say and try to do 
everything I say to the best of their ability. I try not to pull children out of the action of the class, 
but if there is one that is struggling to focus I may have them sit out for a moment to refocus 
their energy and then let them rejoin the group! It’s very helpful to not have the parents pop their 
heads in if their child is acting up, its ends up becoming more of a distraction than a help. That 
being said, if you notice that your presence at the window is a distraction for your child, please 
move away from the window for a moment so your child can redirect their focus to the class. 
 
Recitals…Dance Gallery has three different types of recitals - Lower 
School Recitals (held at Dance Gallery on June 2nd with dress rehearsal 
on June 1st) and the Intermediate and Upper School Recitals held at the 
Orpheum Theater. The rehearsals and shows will be held from June 
6th to June 9th. For more information, go to our calendar on the Dance 
Gallery website. 
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Calendar…Amanda in the office has set up a very easy-to-read calendar that has every day off, 
performance date, rehearsal date, camp dates and exam dates that you could need! Please use 
this resource throughout the year to keep up on all the things going on at the studio! It is 
available on our website in two forms: a general overview of the year or day-by-day. 
 
Studio Communication with You…Our studio tends to communicate 
mostly through email so if you get something from 
info@dancegallerysd.com or register@dancegallerysd.com these are 
probably important pieces of information. Please read them. If you 
have questions about if we are open, or workshops…go to our website. 
That will give you a lot of information about upcoming events. 
 
Nutcracker 2017…This is a Nutcracker year! If your child is in the 
Nutcracker, please stay on top of the rehearsal schedule. It is important 
that students do not miss any rehearsals during Sept, Oct, and Nov. 
I’m so happy to have your child in my class. If you have any questions, 
please email info@dancegallerysd.com and Amanda in the office will 
help you out! 
Below is a reminder of which shows my younger classes perform in! 
 Tues. Ballet Basics/Hip Hop Combo: perform in shows #1 and #2 
 Tues. Kindermovement 1: perform in show #1 
 Wed. Ballet Basics/Tap Combo: perform in shows #5 and #6 
 Sat. Kindermovement 1: perform in show #8 
  
Thank you! 
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